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Coan Biography  

 

 Gene Coan, who lives in Palo Alto, California, was born in Los Angeles in March 26, 1943. 
After two years at Los Angeles City College, he received his AB from the University of 
California at Santa Barbara in June 1964, and his PhD from Stanford University in April 1969. 

 He taught invertebrate zoology in the summer of 1969, and worked later that year as a 
museum preparator at the University of California in Berkeley. He was Director of Political 
Activity of Zero Population Growth from November 1969 to September 1970Then, he has 
worked for the Sierra Club in various capacities, until his retirement at the end of 2012. 

 He is holds research associations with the California Academy of Sciences, the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Natural History, and the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. He was 
president of the Western Society of Malacologists in 1970-1971, and its editor from 1974 to 
1979. He was president of the American Malacological Society from 1996 to 1997 and received 
an Honorary Life Membership in 2008. He has been coeditor of Malacologia from July 1988 to 
the present. 

 He is the author of many papers in malacology, including systematic reviews of the 
Crassatellidae, Carditidae, Tellinidae, Donacidae, Semelidae, Psammobiidae, Spheniopsidae, the 
“Bernardinidae” [now considered a synonym of the Neoleptonidae], Petricolidae, and 
Thraciidae, and the genera Sphenia, Semelina, and Cyclinella. With Paul Valentich-Scott and the 
late Frank R. Bernard, he is author of Bivalve Seashells of Western North America (2000). More 
recently, he worked with Paul Valentich-Scott on the Bivalve Seashells of Tropical West America 
(2012). 

 He has also specialized on the history of malacology, with biographical papers, lists of taxa 
and types, and collations. Workers covered by these papers include Phillip P. Carpenter, William 
M. Gabb, Henry Hemphill, Myra Keen, Josiah Keep, Tom and Ida Oldroyd, Joseph Rowell, 
Martha Williamson, William Wood, and Lorenzo G. Yates. James G. Cooper, pioneer western 
naturalist is a book-length treatment published by the University of Idaho in 1981. Other papers 
discuss the new taxa published in the Minutes of the Conchological Club of Southern California, 
and publication dates of The Nautilus, Malacologia, and of the publications of the American 
Malacological Society. A an on-line work co-authored with Alan Kabat lists symposia and 
workshops in malacology and their publications, is and, and another large on-line publication 
with Kabat and Richard E. Petit indexes information about over 20,000 malacologists, including 
biographies, bibliographies, collations, portraits, and lists of taxa. 
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What is Venericardia morsei Dall? The Nautilus 95(4): 177-178 (29 October) 

 

1982 – 
James Graham Cooper, Pioneer Western Naturalist. Moscow, Idaho (University Press Idaho) 255 
pp., frontis., map (22 February) 
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What is Ervilia californica Dall? The Nautilus 98(1): 11 (30 January) 

A taxonomic revision of the Crassatellinae of the eastern Pacific, with some comments on the 
biogeography of the Panama connection. American Malacological Bulletin 2: 83 (February) 
[abstract] 
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Rediscovery and identity of the holotype of Helminthoglypta diabloensis (Cooper) (Gastropoda: 
Pulmonata). Bulletin of the Southern California Academy of Sciences 85(2): 65- 68 (? October) 
[Barry Roth & Eugene V. Coan] [fig. also reproduced on issue cover] 

A. Myra Keen (1905-1986): list of molluscan taxa; malacological bibliography. Malacologia 
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The malacological taxa of Henry Hemphill. The Veliger 29(3): 322-339 (2 January) (Eugene V. 
Coan & Barry Roth) 

A. Myra Keen, 1905-1986: a tribute. Western Society of Malacologists, Annual Report 19: 7-8 
(9 March) 

Concerning the type material of Lasaea subviridis Dall, 1899. The Veliger 29(4): 445 (1 April) 

[Review of] "Isla de Gorgona," by Henry Von Prahl & Michael Alberico. The Veliger 30(1): 104 
(1 July) 

[Review of] "A faunal study of the bivalves of San Felipe and Environs, Gulf of California, from 
the Gemmell Collection (1965 to 1976)," by Joyce Gemmell, Barbara W. Myers & Carole M. 
Hertz. The Veliger 30(2): 212 (1 October) 

 

1988 – 

The eastern Pacific species of Semele. Western Society Malacological, Annual Report 20: 26 (8 
March) [abstract] 

[Review of] "Marine invertebrates of the Pacific Northwest," by Eugene N. Kozloff. The Veliger 
30(4): 427 (1 April) 

Recent eastern Pacific species of the bivalve genus Semele. The Veliger 31(1/2): 1-42, 63 figs. (1 
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Natural Sciences Philadelphia, Proceedings 140(1): 273-284 (28 July) (Eugene V. Coan & 
Arthur E. Bogan) 

 

The role of the amateur in the development of malacology in the western United States. The 
Festivus 20(10): 94-103, 20 figs. (13 October) 

[Reprinted in: Of Sea and Shore 13(4): 167-174, 20 figs., Winter 1991; American Conchologist 
21(2): 4-7, illust., June 1993); Informativo da Sociedade Brasileira de Malacologia 25(109/110): 
5, July 1994, 26(111): 3, September 1994; Calliostoma 1(12: 5-10, 1 December 1994] 
Common and scientific names of aquatic invertebrates from the United States and Canada: 
Mollusks. American Fisheries Society, Spec. Publ. 16: vii + 277 pp., 12 pls. (Donna D. Turgeon, 
Arthur E. Bogan, Eugene V. Coan, et al.) (17 November) 

Reprint of "Sea shells of tropical West America": additions and corrections to 1975. Western 
Society of Malacologists, Occasional Paper 1: 66 pp., with addition of pp. 67-80 (Myra Keen & 
Eugene V. Coan) [reprinted by the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History] (December) 

Conservation. Pp. 518-522, 6 figs., in: New World Book of Knowledge. Danbury, Connecticut 
(Grolier) [Gerard A. Bertrand, "reviewed and updated by Gene Coan"] 

 

1989 – 

The publications and taxa of the Reverend Joseph Rowell (1820-1918). The Veliger 32(1): 43-
46, 1 fig. (3 January) 

Some bivalve records from the Galapagos Islands. Western Society Malacologists, Annual 
Report 21: 11-12 (7 March) 

*The malacological papers and taxa of Martha Burton Woodhead Williamson, 1843- 1922, and 
the Isaac Lea Chapter of the Agassiz Association. The Veliger 32(3): 296-301, 2 figs. (3 July) 

[Review of] "A classification of the living Mollusca," by Kay Cunningham Vaught. The Veliger 
32(3): 331 (3 July) 

 

1990 – 
*The Recent eastern Pacific species of the bivalve family Thraciidae. The Veliger 33(1): 20-55, 
51 figs. (2 January) 

*The malacological contributions of Ida Shepard Oldroyd and Tom Shaw Oldroyd. The Veliger 
33(2): 174-184, 4 figs. (2 April) (Eugene V. Coan & Michael G. Kellogg) 

*The eastern Pacific species of the bivalve family Spheniopsidae. The Veliger 33(4): 394-401, 
12 figs. (1 October) 

*The molluscan publications of taxa of Lorenzo Gordin Yates (1837-1909). The Veliger 33(4): 
402-407, 3 figs. (1 October) (Eugene V. Coan & Paul Scott) 
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[Review of] "The malacofauna of Hong Kong and Southern China, Volumes I and II." The 
Veliger 35(3): 243 (1 July) 

Corbula kelseyi unmasked: a Cumingia (Bivalvia). The Veliger 34(4): 366-367 (1 October) 

Reprint of: The role of the amateur in the development of malacology in the western United 
States. Of Sea and Shore 13(4); 167-174, 20 figs. (Winter) 

 

1993 – 

*Publication dates of The Nautilus. The Nautilus 106(4): 174-180 (5 February) (Eugene V. Coan 
& M. G. Harasewych) 

Reprint of: The role of the amateur in the development of malacology in the western United 
States. American Conchologist 21(2): 4-7, illust. (June) 

Note by a co-editor. Malacologia 35(2): 410 (December) 

 

1994 – 

Reprint: El Papel del aficionado en el desarrolo de la malacologia en el oesta de los Estados 
Unidos. Informativo da Sociedade Brasileira de Malacologia 25(109/110): 5 (30 June) [one part 
only] 

[Review of] Bivalved shells of the Red Sea [and] Bivalves of Australia, Vol. I. The Veliger 
37(3): 322-323 (1 July) 

Reprint: El Papel del aficionado en el desarrolo de la malacologia en el oesta de los Estados 
Unidos (continuação). Informativo da Sociedade Brasileira de Malacologia 26(111): 3 
(September) [one part only] 

Reprint: El Papel del aficionado en el desarrolo de la malacologia en el oesta de los Estados 
Unidos. Calliostoma 1(12): 5-10 (1 December) 

Reprint: El Papel del aficionado en el desarrolo de la malacologia en el oesta de los Estados 
Unidos (fin). Informativo da Sociedade Brasileira de Malacologia 25(112): 3 (31 December) 
[conclusion] 

 

1995 – 

Tale of the carpenter’s square [abstract]. Western Society of Malacologists, Annual Report 27: 
12 (31 October) 

 

1996 – 

[Review of] Résultats des Campagnes MUSORSTROM, Vol. 14. The Veliger 39(2): l86 (1 
April) 
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*Designation of a neotype for the Pismo clam, Tivela stultorum (Mawe), and lectotypes for 
snynonymous nominal taxa (Bivalvia: Veneridae). The Veliger 39(3):266-272 (1 July) 

[Notice of] Bivalves, Gasterópodos, Quitones by Jean-Maurice Poutiers. The Veliger 39(3): 275 
(1 July) 

 

*Marine mollusks of Rocas Alijos. Pp. 305-318, in: Robert W. Schmieder, Rocas Alijos. 
Dordrecht, etc. (Kluwer). xxx + 481 pp. James H. McLean & Eugene V. Coan (28 June) 
*Recent species of the genus Petricola in the eastern Pacific. The Festivus 28(11): 118-124 (14 
November) 

*Annotated catalog of malacological meetings, including symposia and workshops in 
malacology. American Malacological Bulletin 13(1/2): 129-148 ( December) [Eugene V. Coan 
& Alan R. Kabat] 

 Note: This paper was subsequently put up, and has been kept up to date, on the website of the 
American Malacologial Society, the first its electronic publication. 

 

1997 – 

California clam conundrums. The Festivus 29(5): 37-38 (8 May) 

The eastern Pacific members of the bivalve family Sportellidae [abstract]. P. 21, in: American 
Malacological Union, Western Society of Malacologists, Santa Barbara, California, 1997, 
Program and Abstracts. (21 June) 

*Checklist of the marine bivalves of the northeastern Pacific Ocean. Santa Barbara Museum of 
Natural History, Contributions in Science 1: 28 pp. (24 June) [… & Paul H. Scott] 

*Recent species of the genus Petricola in the eastern Pacific. The Veliger 40(4): 298-340 (1 
October) 

The eastern Pacific members of the bivalve family Sportellidae [abstract]. Pp. 203-204, in: 
Claudia Farfán, ed., III Congreso Latinoamericano de Malacología [III CLAMA], VI Reunión 
Nacional de Malacología y Conquiliología [VI RENAMAC], 13 al 17 de Octubre de 1997, 
Ensenada, B.C., Mexico, Resúmenes. V + 228 pp. (13 October) 

*The eastern Pacific Sportellidae [Bivalvia: Cyamioidea]. The Festivus 29(11): 107-112 (13 
November) 

Cooper, James Graham. Pp. 168-169, in Keir B. Sterling, Richard P. Harmond, George A. 
Cavasco & Lorne F. Hammond, eds., Biographical dictionary of American and Canadian 
naturalists. Westport, Connecticut, & London (Greenwood Press), xix + 937 pp. (19 December) 

 

1998 – 

Featured society: the American Malacological Union. Asc [Association of Systematics 
Collections] Newsletter 25(6): 73, 78, 82 (January) [“December 1997”] 
A bivalve oddity from an Oregon beach. The Festivus 30(3): 40 (12 March) 
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New distributional information for a rare Panamic Petricola. The Festivus 30(5): 59 (14 May) 

An unending saga of unanswered questions. Russian Far-East Malacological Society, Bulletin 2: 
5-11 (25 June) (… & Paul H. Scott) 

Introduction to the Mollusca. Pp. 1-2, in Paul Valentich Scott & James A. Blake, Taxonomic 
atlas of the benthic fauna of the Santa Maria Basin and the western Santa Barbara Channel. 
Volume 8. The Mollusca Part 1. The Aplacophora, Polyplacophora, Scaphopoda, Bivalvia, and 
Cephalopoda. Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History. (24 July) 

The eastern Pacific species of Sphenia (Bivalvia: Myidae) [abstract]. P. 65, in: Rüdiger Bieler & 
Paul M. Mikkelsen, eds., 1988 World Congress of Malacology, Washington DC, Abstracts. (25 
July) [abstract] 

Common and scientific names of aquatic invertebrates from the United States and Canada: 
mollusks, 2nd ed. American Fisheries Society, Special Publication 26: ix + 526 pp. (Donna D. 
Turgeon, Arthur E. Bogan, Eugene V. Coan, et al.) (28 July) [also on compact disk] 

 

1999 – 

*The eastern Pacific Sportellidae. The Veliger 42(2): 132-151 (1 April) 

*Rediscovery of the introduced, non-indigenous bivalve Laternula marilina (Reeve, l863) 
(Laternulidae) in the northeastern Pacific. (Todd Miller, Eugene V. Coan & John W. Chapman). 
The Veliger 42(3): 282-283 (1 July) 

*The eastern Pacific species of Sphenia (Bivalvia: Myidae). The Nautilus 113(4): 103-120 (16 
December) 

 

2000 – 

*Bivalve seashells of the northeastern Pacific; marine bivalve mollusks from Arctic Alaska to 
Baja California. Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History. viii + 764 pp. Eugene V. Coan, Paul 
Valentich Scott & Frank R. Bernard (25 May) 

*The eastern Pacific Recent species of the bivalve genus Gari (Tellinoidea: Psammobiidae), with 
notes on western Atlantic and fossil taxa. Malacologia 42(1/2): 1-29 (18 October) 

*A new species of Panacca from Chile (Bivalvia: Pholadomyoidea: Paralimyidae). Malacologia 
42(1): 169-174 (18 October) 

 

2001 – 

Family Corbulidae. Pp. 82-85, in Carol Skoglund, Panamic Province molluscan literature. 
Additions and changes from 1971 through 2000. I. Bivalvia. The Festivus 32, Supplement: 119 
pp. (… & Carol Skoglund) (19 January) 

A second look at eastern Pacific Recent species of the bivalve genus Gari [abstract]. Annual 
Report, Western Society of Malacologists 32: 11 (16 February) 
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The eastern Pacific Recent species of the Corbulidae (Bivalvia) [abstract]. Program and 
Abstracts, Western Society of Malacologists 34th Annual Meeting, 20-24 June 2001, San Diego, 
California, p. 1 (20 June) 

*Eastern Pacific species of the venerid genus Cyclinella (Bivalvia). The Veliger 44(4): 348-361 
(1 October) 

Life seafood: a recipe for biological and regulatory concern? Pp. 249-256, in Brian C. Paust & 
Allison A. Rice, eds., Marketing and shipping life aquatic products; proceedings of the second 
international conference and exhibition, November 1999, Seattle, Washington. University of 
Alaska Sea Grant College Program Report AK-SG-01-03. vii + 311 pp. (Todd W. Miller, John 
W. Chapman & …) (late-October) 

 
2002 – 

*Eastern Pacific Recent species of the Corbulidae (Bivalvia). Malacologia 44(1): 47-105 (8 
February) 

*Recent eastern Pacific species of Sanguinolaria and Psammotella (Bivalvia: Psammobiidae). 
The Nautilus 116(1): 1-12 (4 April) 

Notice and comments on a paper about S. C. T. Hanley. The Festivus 34(8): 101-103 (… and 
Alan R. Kabat) (8 August) 

Correction to: Coan, Eugene V., 2002, The eastern Pacific Recent species of the Corbulidae 
(Bivalvia). Malacologia 44(1): 47-105. Malacologia 44(2): 363 (30 August) 

*Americardia planicostata (G. B. Sowerby I, 1833), an older name returns (Bivalvia: Cardiidae). 
The Festivus 34(10): 123-125 (10 October) 

 

2003 – 

*The eastern Pacific Recent species of Corbulidae (Bivalvia) [abstract]. Western Society of 
Malacologists Annual Report 34: 11 (18 June) [“2001”] 

*The tropical eastern Pacific species of the Condylocardiidae (Bivalvia). The Nautilus 117(2): 
47-61 (30 June) 

*A new Panamic species of the bivalve genus Semelina (Semelidae). Malacologia 45(1): 169-
174 (29 August) 

*Life seafood species as recipies for invasion. Conservation Biology 17(5): 1386-1395. (John W. 
Chapman, Todd M. Miller & …) (pre-14 Oct.) 

 

2005 – 

*Tellina inaequistriata Donovan, 1802: a double neotype designation to stabilize nomenclature. 
The Festivus 35(4): 39-43 (… & Paul Valentich-Scott) (14 April) 

Probability of nonindigenous seafood species becoming established [rebuttal of a letter to the 
editor]. Conservation Biology 19(2): 288-298 (John W. Chapman, Todd M. Miller & …) (April) 
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The Panamic marine Bivalvia: progress on a new monograph. VI Congreso Latinoamericano de 
Malacología, CLAMA, 2005, Programa y Resúmenes, vi + 190 pp. + [3] added in pp. (Paul Valentich-Scott 
& …) (2 July) 

 

2006 – 

*Marine bivalves. Eugene V. Coan & Paul Valentich-Scott. Chapter 27, pp. 339-347: in Charles 
F. Sturm, Timothy A. Pearce & Ángel Váldes, eds., The mollusks: a guide to their study, 
collection, and preservation. Boca Raton, Florida: Universial Publishers for the American 
Malacological Society, xii + 445 pp. (25 July) 
*Replacement names and type material: examples from Hertlein and Strong (1940-1951) and 
Keen (1958). The Nautilus 120(3): 112-115. (… & Richard E. Petit) (22 Sept.) 

 

2007 – 

*Bivalvia. Pp. 807-859, in: James P. Carlton, ed., Light’s Manual: intertidal invertebrates from 
the central California coast. Berkeley, California: University of California, xvii + 1002 pp. 
Eugene V. Coan & Paul Valentich-Scott (12 June) 

*The Publications of the American Malacological Union/Society. American Malacological 
Bulletin 23(1/2): 1-10 (Eugene V. Coan & Alan R. Kabat) (27 December) 

 

2008 – 

*Three nomenclatural notes on Panamic bivalves. The Festivus 40(4): 49-54 (Eugene V. Coan & 
Paul Valentich-Scott) (10 April) 

*The molluscan taxa made available in the Griffith & Pidgeon (1833-1834) edition of Cuvier, 
with notes on the editions of Cuvier and on Wood’s Index Testaceologicus. Malacologia 50(1/2): 
219-264 (Richard E. Petit & Eugene V. Coan) (9 June) 

*Molluscan names and malacological contributions by Wolfgang Karl Weyrauch (1907–1970) 
with a brief biography. Malacologia 50(1/2): 265-277 (André Favaretto Barbosa, Valdemar 
Kilian Delhey & Eugene V. Coan) (9 June) 

*Publication dates of Malacologia volumes and issues. Malacologia 50(1/2): 361 (9 June) 
 

2010 – 

Report on the Bay Area Malacologists Meeting, March 20, 2010. The Festivus 42(4): 42 (8 
April). 

*A new species of Chama (Bivalvia: Chamidae) from Mexico. Zootaxa 2446: 65-68 (6 May) 
(Paul Valentich-Scott & Eugene V. Coan) 

Bouchet, P. & J.-P. Rocroi, 2010. Nomenclator of bivalve families; with a classification of 
bivalve families by R. Bieler, J. G. Carter & E. V. Coan. Malacologia 52(2): 1-184 (7 May). 

*Valentich-Scott, Paul Hugh & Eugene Victor Coan. Three new species of Periploma (Bivalvia, 
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Periplomatidae) from the Panamic Province. Zootaxa 2673: 65-68 (10 Nov.). 

*Coan, Eugene Victor & Paul Hugh Valentich-Scott. 2010. Three new species of Tellina 
(Bivalvia, Tellinidae) from the Panamic Province. Zootaxa 2715:( 55-58 (7 Dec.). 

 

2011 – 

Petricolinae, p. 310, pl. 1150-1151 [in part], in: Guido T. Poppe, 2011. Philippine marine 
mollusks, Volume IV. Hackenberg, Germany (ConchBooks). 676 pp., incl. pls. 1015-1314 
(Jan.). 

*Authorship and date of a key South American paper by Phillip P. King (1832). The Nautilus 
125(2): 86-77 (10 June) (Eugene V. Coan, Richard Eugene Petit & Diego Gabriel Zelaya). 

*The publications and malacological taxa of William Wood (1774-1857). Malacologia 54(1-2): 
1-76 (25 Oct.) (Eugene V. Coan & Richard E. Petit). 

*Cuming’s eastern Pacific localities. The Festivus 43(11): 109-112 (10 Nov.). 

 

2012 – 

*Bivalve seashells of tropical west America. Marine bivalve mollusks from Baja California to 
northern Perú. (Eugene V. Coan & Paul Valentich-Scott). Santa Barbara, California: Santa 
Barbara Museum of Natural History, Monographs 6: 1,258 pp. in two vols. (29 Feb.). 

*The malacological works and taxa of Sylvanus Hanley (1819-1899). Malacologia 55(2): 285-
359 (31 Dec.) (Eugene V. Coan & Alan R. Kabat). 

 

Web Publications: 

 

Eugene V. Coan, Alan R. Kabat & Richard E. Petit, 2013. 2,400 years of malacology, 11th ed., 
February 7, 2013, 1,092 pp. + 90 pp. [Annex 1 of Collations] + 65 pp. [Annex 2 – Küster 
Collation]. American Malacological Society: 

 http://www.malacological.org/epubs.html 

 

Eugene V. Coan & Alan R. Kabat, 2013. Annotated catalog of malacological meetings, including 
symposia and workshops in malacology. American Malacological Society: 
 http://www.malacological.org/epubs.html 

 


